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Many years ago, there lived an Emperor who
thought so much of new clothes, that he spent all
his money in order that he might be very fine. He
didn't care for his soldiers, nor for going to the
play, or driving in the park except to show his new
clothes. He had a coat for every hour of the day.
And just as they say of a king; "he is in the counsel-
room,” so they always said of him "'the Emperor is

in his dressing-room.”
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The great city where he lived was very gay,
and every day many strangers came there. One
day there came two swindlers. They said that
they were weavers, and said they could weave the
finest cloth to be imagined. Their colours and
patterns, they said; were not only exceptionally
beautiful, but the clothes made up their material
possessed the wonderful quality of being invisible
to any man who was unfit for his office, or, hope-
lessly stupid!

“Those must be wonderful clothes!” said the
Emperor, “if | wore such a clothes, | should be able
to find out which men in my empire were unfit
for their places. And | could tell the clever from
the stupid.”




b5 oS 00K ogaily g s S palp Loz Bed Ls!
oy Jgade S

o s S Lo i g trrsysrzb!
L mansS o3 3y Loyl Tl 0y woely> ) LMk
oLyl 3305 8 s slesz gy el 93555135 o= 3>
s 5

case)S K Vb Ll &8 pogis asls las> o0

ERUPCHSUPRPEY e RERL oS ety raygh el

S 05 55 o ol b gy e imas g 51t sl
0 dgey Sy el s S b i g5 8500 S

They set up two looms, and pretended to
be very hard at work.

But they had nothing what ever on the looms.
They asked for the finest cill, and the most precious
gold. This they put in their own bags and worked
at the empty looms till late end of the night.
“| should very much like to know how they are
getting on with the cloak!" thought the Emperor.
But he felt rather uneasy, when he remembered that
he, who was not fit for his office could not see it.
He believed of course that he had nothing to fear
far himself. Yet, he thought he would send some-
body else first, to see how matter stood.
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*“Yes, | must have this cloth woven for me with-
out delay.” And he gave a lot of money to the

swindlers in advance, so that they should set to work
at once.




“Meaven Preserve Us!" He thought.
And opened his eyes wide, "l can not see anything
at all!!'" But he did not say so. Both swindlers told
him to come near and asked him if he did not
“admire the exquisite pattern and the beautiful
colours. They pointad to the empty looms and the
poor old minister opened his eyes wider, but he
could see nothing, for there was nothing to be seen!
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Every body in the town knew what a wonderful
property the staff possessed, and all were anxious
to see how bad or stupid their neighbours were.
“| will send my honest old minister to the weavers!
Thought the Emperor. "He can judge best how the
staff looks, far he is intelligent and nobody under-
stands his office better than he.” 5o the .good old
minister went inlo the room where the two swindlers
sat working at the empty looms.
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“gracious’” he thought. “can | be so stupid? | should
mever have thought so and nobody must know it.
Is it possible that | am not fit for my office? No,
No, | can not say that | was unable to see the
clath,” “'well, have you got nothing to say?" said




Soon afterwards the Emperor sent another
couriter to the weavers, to see how they were getting
on. And if the clothes was nearly finished.

Like the old minister he looked, but could see noth-
ing, as there was nothing to be seen. “1s it not a beauti-
ful piece of cloth?” said the two swindlers. Showing
and explaining the magnificent pattern which, how-
ever was not there at all.

one, as he woved. |

“Oh ... it ... it is ... very pretty ..., quite enchanting!"
Isaid the old minister, peering through his spectacies,
swhat a . . . what pattern and whal colours,
| ... shall tell the Emperor that ... that, | am very
much pleased with it.

“Well, we are alad of that,” said both the

weavers, And they named the colours and ex-
plained the curious pattern to him.

The old minister listened to, tenably, that he
might relate to the Emperor, what they said. And
he did so.

Again the swindlers asked for more money,
maore silkk and gold which they required for weaving.
They kept it all for themselves, and not a thread
came near the loom. But they continued as hither
to, to work at the empty looms.
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With the whole company of chosen men,
including the two honest counsellors who had already
been there, he went to the two clever swindlers
who were now weaving as hard as they could, but
without using any thread. *ls it not manufique"
said both the on statement. “Oh, will your majesty
see, what a pattern and what colours!” And they
pointed to the empty looms, for, they imagined
the others could see the cloak. “What is this?™
thought the Emperor. "'l do not see anything at alll*”
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“| am not stupid!” thought the man "'is it therefore
my good appointment for which | am not fit? It
is Ludicrous, but | must not let anyone know it.”
And he prays the cloth which he did not see and
expressed his pleasure at the beautiful colours and

the fine pattern. “Yes... it is quite enchanting,”
said he to the Emperor.

Everybody in the whole town was talking
about the splendid cloak. At last the Emperor
wished to see it himself, while it was still on the
loom,
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This is terrible, Am ... | stupid? Am ... | unfit to
be an Emperor? That would indeed be the most
dreadful thing that could happen to me!" “0Oh
oy yes.. it is very fine,”" said the Emperor. "It
has our highest approval. And not incontinently,
he gazed at the empty loom, for, he did not like to
say thal he could see nothing. All his attendance
who were with him, looked and laoked, and aithough
they could not see anything more than the others,
they said like the Empeor; "It is very fine!" and all
advised him to wear the new magnificent clothes at
the great procession which was soon to take place.




"1t is manufique, beautiful, excellent,” went
from mouth to mouth, and everybody seemed de-
lighted. The Emperor gave each of the swindlers
the cross of the order of knighthood and the title of
Imperial court weavers. All through the night before
the procession was due lo take place, the swindlers
were up, and had more than 16 candles burning.
People could see that they were busy getting the
Emperor’s new clothes ready. They pretended
to take the cloth from the loom. They snipped the
air with big scissors. They sewed wilh needles without
thread. And said at last: “"Now, the Emperor’s new
clothes ..... are ready."

The Emperor with all his noblest courtiers
then came in, and both the swindlers held up one
arm as if they held something and said: "“See, here
are the trousers, here is the coat, here is the cloak,
and so on. They are all as light as a cub web. They
make one feel as if one had nothing on at all! But
that is just the beauty of it!" "yes", said all the
courtiers.  But they could not see anything, for,
there was nothing to be seen. “Will you please,
your majesty graciously, to take of your clothes?”
said the swindlers. “Then we may help you majesty
into the new clothes before the large looking glass.”
The Emperor took off all his clothes, and the
swindlers pretended to put the new clothes upon
him. One piece after another. And the Emperor
looked at himself in the glass from every side.
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“Oh ... how well they look! how, how well
they fit!" said all, “what a paltern! what colours!
that is a splendid dress!”

“They are waiting outside with the canopy which
is to be borne over your majesty in the procession,"”
siacdl the chief master of the ceremonies.

“yes, | am quite ready"”, said the Emperor,

“Does nol my suit Tit me marvellously?"” and he
turned once more to the looking glass, that people
should think he admired his garment.

Ihe chamberlains'  who were to carry the
train, tumbled with their hands on the ground, as
if they were lifting up the train. Then they pre-
tended to hold- something up in their hands. They
dare not let people know that they could not see
anything.

And so the Emperor marched in the procession
under the beautiful canopy, and all who saw him
on the street and out of the windows, explained:
“How marvellous the Emperor's new suit is! what
a long train it has! How well it fits him!" No-
body would let others know that he saw nothing,
for then, he would have been unfit for his office
or, too stupid !

Sl saz0ls $a5 Jao oz cul ajlastaz iy 4l
el s ladlggh ] ol ceyls L,‘.Jl=-
gl oS a3ygblypel Jie gy dei 65313 53 wla 3 by
S g g pulye s 295Se e SVl )
) prale WolS o aly S jpble!
¢ Csd umlis
oS o) oz anT eyl o0 Kyl sl
o0 [t slus st e 31 o S 0208 S8 p30
ppsblyol Ji allos sge 518 & LS
el alos aoyls o 35S o ol a5 8,
ngiy g by b 037 S350 Jo 55
iy ol st 3z g Ul S
Gl agSs b plule S sy ssblael
ol 3 CutlSS pelas &y pa laled
Soapie g4l o g8
Laajae dbiyd
o 4 s sl o =y
sleallosas oyl ayls -y

sl iy gaiiz 8le

oSoun iy ok

5 oS saghs §fea oS ER R

olfes wipT osz - dergm o2

oy gis il gl o Msseede
L dlasl ail b g oylas




None of the Emperor's clothes had ever been
such a success.  “Bul he has nothing on at allt”
said a little childl. “Good heavens! Hear whal a liltle
innocuous says?" said the lather, And then each
whispered to the others what he child said; "he
has pothing on!™ “A Little child says; e has nathing
on al all!™ “"He has nothing on at all™ coed all the
people al last.  And Lhe Empeior Loo, was Toeling
viry wortied, Tor ol seenwed 1o hom that They were
rght Bul he thought 1o lhamsell; “All the same!
I must keep the procession going now."" And he held
lmsell stiffer than ever and the chamberlains wallced

on and held up the Lram which, was not there at all!
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